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JOINT STATEMENT BY THE CHAIR OF THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN

AFFAIRS, MEP David McALLISTER, THE CHAIR OF THE DELEGATION

FOR RELATIONS WITH BELARUS, MEP Robert BIEDROŃ, AND

THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT’S STANDING RAPPORTEUR ON BELARUS,

MEP Petras AUŠTREVIČIUS

on the Belarusian regime's decision to suspend its participation in the Eastern Partnership

Brussels, 30 June 2021 – "By suspending its participation in the Eastern Partnership, recalling its

Ambassador to the EU and suggesting to the Head of the EU Delegation to also return to Brussels

for consultations, the regime of Aliaksandr Lukashenka has once again demonstrated an irrational

and isolationist behaviour, which we deplore and reject. We also condemn its intention to suspend

the readmission agreement with the EU, which is an act of retaliation against the recently expanded

EU sanctions and paves the way for facilitating illegal migration to the EU.

EU sanctions constitute a legitimate response to the continued deterioration of human rights in

Belarus and more specifically last month's outrageous interception of an EU civilian plane and the

subsequent arrest of a prominent journalist, Mr Raman Pratasevich, and of his companion, Ms

Sofia Sapega.

Conversely, the Belarusian regime's sanctions are solely dictated by Mr Lukashenka's obstinacy

to continue usurping power at any cost, and they will damage the fundamental interests of the

Belarusian State and its citizens.

Despite our differences, the Eastern Partnership is meant as a joint, inclusive initiative that fosters

prosperity and stability, and builds bridges between peoples across Europe.

The use of migrants –as we have already observed it in the past week– trying to destabilise

Lithuania and Poland, two EU Member States that have led by example by denouncing human

rights abuses and providing safe-haven to many Belarusian opposition figures, is particularly

despicable.
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Today, our message is loud and clear: notwithstanding the posturing of Mr Lukashenka and his

clique, we stand by the brave people of Belarus in their quest for democracy, dignity and freedom.

Zhyve Belarus!"

For further information contact:
Office of Mr Robert BIEDROŃ, tel. +32 2 284 51 41, e-mail: robert.biedron-office@ep.europa.eu
Eastern Partnership and Russia Unit, tel. +32 2 284 26 43, e-mail: D-BY@ep.europa.eu
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